
 

 

CHRISTIE’S MAGNIFICENT JEWELS TOTALS 

CHF68,990,650 / $69,668,694 / €65,939,460 

LED BY TWO 200 CARAT DIAMONDS  

THE ROCK SELLS FOR CHF21,681,000 / $21,894,082 / €20,722,133 

THE LARGEST WHITE DIAMOND EVER SOLD AT AUCTION  

 

THE RED CROSS DIAMOND ACHIEVES CHF14,181,250 / $14,320,624 / €13,554,068 

WITH A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS 

 

 

GENEVA – Christie’s Magnificent Jewels sale on 11 May 2022 achieved a total of 

CHF68,990,650 / $69,668,694 / €65,939,460, led by The Rock, which sold for CHF21,681,000 

/ $21,894,082 / €20,722,133. Weighing 228.31 carats, The Rock is the largest white diamond 

ever to be sold at auction. Another highlight lot of the auction, The Red Cross Diamond 

R E S U L T S  R E L E A S E  |  G E N E V A  |  1 1  M A Y  2 0 2 2  

 

 

 

Rahul Kadakia, International Head of Christie’s Jewellery selling THE ROCK, 228.31 

carats, the largest white diamond ever sold at auction 

https://www.christies.com/auction/magnificent-jewels--20937-gnv


realised CHF14,181,250 / $14,320,624 / €13,554,068, with a significant portion of the 

proceeds benefiting the International Committee of the Red Cross. The auction was 98% sold 

by value and 92% sold by lot, and witnessed global participation with registrants from 20 

countries across 4 continents. The next generation of collectors were active in the sale, with 

millennial collectors comprising 50% of new registrants to the auction.  

Rahul Kadakia, International Head of Christie’s Jewellery “During a momentous week for 

Christie’s, when Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn set the record price for a 20th century 

work of art, The Rock, the largest white diamond ever sold at auction achieved almost $22m. 

Weighing 228.31 carats, The Rock is the largest white diamond ever to appear for sale at 

auction. The final lot of the auction presented another extraordinary gemstone of over 200 

carats, the sensational Red Cross Diamond. It was a privilege to present this legendary stone, 

which was first sold at Christie’s in 1918 as part of the Red Cross Appeal. Over a century since 

that first sale, the diamond sold after 11 minutes of competitive bidding for CHF14.1 million, a 

world auction record for a fancy intense yellow diamond. We are delighted that a significant 

share of the proceeds will benefit the humanitarian efforts of the International Committee of 

the Red Cross. Strong prices were seen throughout the sale including the selection of JAR 

jewels – we now look forward to our New York Magnificent Jewels sale highlighted by the 103 

carat D Colour Flawless Light of Africa diamond and twelve jewels by JAR from the Estate of 

Ann Getty.” 

“For nearly half a century, our family has had the 

privilege of safeguarding the Red Cross Diamond. 

Since it was first brought to market in 1918, the legacy 

of this symbol of humanity has always been the support 

of communities ravaged by war, famine and other 

hardships endured by people across the world. At this 

moment in history, we honour the call others have 

made before us. A significant share of the proceeds will 

be donated to the great institution whose name it bears 

as we acknowledge the tireless efforts of the volunteers 

of the International Committee of the Red Cross”, 

added the consignor of The Red Cross Diamond. 

Additional notable results of the sale included the Fürstenberg Tiara (estimate: CHF400,000-

600,000), which achieved CHF2,394,000 / $2,417,528 / €2,288,123. This pearl and diamond 

tiara bears the mark of the famous Austrian jeweller Gustav Flach, and previously belonged 

to H.S.H. The Princess of Fürstenberg, née Countess Irma of Schönborn Buchheim (1867-

1948), a member of one of the pre-eminent aristocratic families in the Habsburg Empire.  

An important selection of Jewels by JAR were highlighted by a pair of sphalerite and diamond 

'hard-boiled egg' earrings, 2011, (estimate: CHF160,000-220,000), which realised 

THE RED CROSS DIAMOND 

205.07 carats 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/magnificent-jewels-including-twelve-jewels-by-jar-from-the-estate-of-ann-getty-the-light-of-africa-diamond-20952-nyr/


CHF327,600 / $330,810 / €313,120. The earrings were showcased in the 2013 retrospective 

of Mr. Rosenthal’s work at New York Metropolitan Museum of Art.  

Christie’s Geneva Luxury auctions continue with Jewels Online: The Geneva Edit including a 

Private Collection of Cartier Jewels, open for bidding until 18 May.  
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About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online 
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout 
the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, 
Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from £200 to over £100 million. In 
recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 
2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff 
Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction 
calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 
payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining 
the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global 
livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 
achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify 
under-represented voices and support positive change. 
 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here.  

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of 
applicable fees.  
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